Private Big Guns to Soon
Boom in Indian Defence

Bharat Forge & Punj Lloyd in race to make anti-aircraft guns

Manu.Pubby@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Bharat Forge and Punj
Lloyd have emerged as the only conten-
ders for a ¥16,800-crore mega contract
toreplace the ageing anti-aircraft guns
of the Indian Army.

With the defence ministry looking to
go ahead with trials and field tests to

pickthewinner, thetwo -

S private ¢ompanies are
The project setto compete foroneof
involves the largest army pro-
replacingthe jects under the ‘Make
vintage inIndia’ programme.

L70/ZU 23 The project — involv-
that have ing manufacturing of
beenin 1,102 air defence guns
service for overthenext15yearsto
decades replace the vintage

L70/ZU 23 that have
been in service for decades — promises
to establish the winner of the contract
asamajor defence player in the private
sector given that no state-run company,
including the Ordnance Factory Board
(OFB), is competingfor the contract.

The two domestic companies were
shortlisted after responses to a tender

Adding Firepower
16,800 cr

contractto
replacearmy’s
anti-aircraft guns

Total requirement
of 1,102 guns
over 15 years

several lakh rounds
of ammunition

selection

includes field CONTRACT
tests, quality COULD BE
checks as well as FINALISED IN
scrutiny of cos’ 2-3YEARS
finances

were received under the ‘Buy and Make
(Indian)’ category earlier this year, peo-
plefamiliar with the matter said.
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